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MUS862: Seminar in Music Curriculum & Methods
Michigan State University

Poles of Educational Values

Consider the following eight continua of educational thought as identified by Howard Gardner in The Disciplined Mind:  What All Students Should Understand, pp. 36-39.  See if you can place yourself along these continua, and then rate the general climate of the school or district where you teach on each of these issues.  

Try to develop or add other poles of values or issues that display opposing schools of thought unique to music education.  Provide a brief rationale for your choice(s), and be prepared to present your ideas to the class.

Conservative/Traditional





Liberal/Progressive

1.  Educational Rationale





Utilitarian outcomes


Knowledge for its own sake

2.  Knowledge Acquisition





Accumulation/“breadth”


Construction/“depth”

3.  Educational Approach





Uniform




Individualized

4.  Educational Agency



Private






Public

5.  Educational Disciplines





Maintain





Ignore/Fuse

6.  Assessment





Emphasized





De-emphasized

7.  Educational Standards





High/universal 




Relative/nuanced






8.  Technology/Humanism





Technology





Human Dimension

