MUS 277 Fieldwork Assignment

You will visit the classroom of your cooperating teacher (CT) six times this semester.  During at least two of those visits, you will teach a brief lesson.  You will be assigned to a small group for the observations/teaching.  At the first visit, work with your cooperating teacher to determine the dates you will do your teaching.  The dates of your visits will coordinate with each course unit.  You will do a brief assignment at each visit.  (Note: when the assignment is to ask the teacher about a topic, you are expected to summarize their responses and turn them in).  The assignment is due (turned in to Dr. Robinson via email) on the observation/teaching deadline.

	Course Unit
	Assignment (choose one)   
	Due

	Unit 1—Developing a Professional Philosophy
	1. Describe the music program’s mission statement/philosophy as explained in a course syllabus or other curriculum materials.

2. Ask the teacher to describe his/her teaching philosophy.

3. From your observations, identify several teaching goals you believe the teacher espouses.  Write them down and discuss with your CT.
	Sep. 20

	Unit 2—The Content of Instruction
	1. Describe which curricular approach your CT uses.  Find and make a copy of the method book cover.

2. Ask your CT why he/she selected the method in use.

3. If your CT does not use a specific method, ask how he/she determines the content of instruction. 
	Oct. 4

	Unit 3—Student Learning in Music
	1. Identify three issues of child development observed in the classroom.

2. Ask the teacher to describe what is done to accommodate special education students.

3. From observations, identify three ways in which the teacher molded instruction to meet specific student needs.
	Oct. 23

	Unit 4—Learning Environments and Organizing Instruction
	1. Describe the classroom setup.  Which items are placed to facilitate student learning?  Which items seem to get in the way?

2. Look at your CT’s lesson plan.  Make a copy of one page of the teacher’s planning book.

3. Ask how your CT plans for instruction.
	Nov. 8

	Unit 5—Managing Instruction
	1. Describe a classroom management issue you observed.  How did the teacher address it?

2. Ask your CT about his/her philosophy on classroom management.

3. Find out the school policy for classroom management.  Make a copy of it.
	Nov. 20

	Unit 6—Assessing Student Learning
	1. Ask your CT to describe how student progress is measured and/or evaluated (two different things!).

2. Make a copy of any assessment papers your CT uses.  Learn how they are used by the student and teacher.
	Dec. 6


Expectations:
1. You will receive a schedule with the date and time of your visits.  Contact your cooperating teacher to confirm your visit several days before each visit.

2. Be on time.  In fact, be early!

3. Wear professional clothes and look nice.  Jeans, flip-flops, etc. are not acceptable.

4. Be prepared, if you are teaching.

Questions?  Contact graduate student Rebecca DeWan at rebeccamdewan@gmail.com.
